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ASIAN CLASSICAL CROSSROADS  - INDIA JOINS JAPAN IN MUSIC, SONG & DRAMA 

 
WORKSHOP on 4 SEPTEMBER 2019 in ‘COFFEE MEET’ for TEACHING STAFF 

 
Fantastic interactive presentation by T M Hoffman on Japanese language and music, and 
Japanese instruments koto and shakuhachi. Performance of raga on koto along with our Aarthi 
Sensei’s singing of Karnatic geetham was a smooth combination mesmerizing all! Both Indian 
and Japanese Coffee Meet members were excited at these new perspectives. Thanks Tim san!! 

 
 CONCERT on 5 SEPTEMBER 2019 at BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN, MYLAPORE 

 
As part of yearlong activities, ABK-AOTS DOSOKAI, Tamilnadu Centre organized the concert 
Asian Classical Crossroads : India joins Japan in Music, Song & Drama at Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan between 6 and 9 pm. The Programme was inaugurated by H E Mr. Kenjiro Mori, 
Acting Consul-General, Consulate of Japan in Chennai .  
 
The following were the performance items of the day : 
Raga & more on instruments of Japan & India 
Japanese songs performed by Indian singer  
Hindustani vocal accompanied by koto 
Masked dance-drama “Konkichi”  
World folk music medley  
 
The concert was directed by Mr. T M Hoffman, artist & ethnomusicologist born in USA with 40 
years in Asia. He performs shakuhachi, koto and vocal in Indian, Japanese and Asian crossover 
music in concerts, broadcasts, festivals throughout Asia and USA. Hoffman is also Director of 
NPO Indo-Japanese Music Exchange Association www.ijmea.com. Tabla and kanjira support 
was by Mr. Chandrajith Durairaj, son of late music director K Durairaj. He has accompanied 
top artists like Shahid Parvez, Kadri Gopalnath, Shashank, Bombay Jayashree etc. Ms. Megha 
Bhargavi, Semi-Finalist in 2017 Nodojiman held in Japan, performed Japanese songs along 
with shakuhachi. She is a Japanese language student of ABK-AOTS DOSOKAI. Chennai artist 
Mr. G K Ramphrasadh  sang Hindustani khyal along with koto and tabla.  Asst Director: Aruloli 
 
The Japanese masked drama ‘Konkichi’, translated/adapted for stage by T M Hoffman, was 
enacted by three students of our centre, along with koto, tabla and kanjira. The play features a 
fox who becomes human to surprising ends!  
 

WORKSHOP on 8 September 2019 in ‘WAKU WAKU CLUB’  
How to tune and play koto in Indian music style, and a thrilling item with Karnatic vocal by 
Nodojiman winner Ms Neerajakshi, and by Megha san with shakuhachi! Thank you Tim san!! 
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Article in The HINDU about the gala India-

Japan Music Concert by T M Hoffman & 

Friends at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan ! 
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Thanks to  for travel support & to ABK-AOTS partners and friends! 
 


